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Tn Cecent yearn, the overwhelming majority of iii 
entering the United States from Latin America have ori 
ia Mexico $ Sauth America. Im Central America, Belit 
major marijuana producer, and there t# some production 
mer{juane Chcoughout the Lethmus. With the exception 
Belize, thé only other Central Americas country which 

. @ Substantial producer of illfoitidruge fs Paname. Th 
the U.5. assisted eradication program, Panama's produc 

., , abarply declined. Guatemala and Costa Rica are marginal 
=producers.: Otherwiwe,; the Centcal american countries 

“2. associated with drug trafficking principally as trensh 
. golatea trom the large producer countries on the contin 
South America. : 








































because of ite s 


Panama is particulerly important 
a. boa, and it serve 


loeéation between North and Sout 
ages CTAHSIE Point for Licit and Allicit international comm 

**" Qocaine and macijuana are rocted through ranaza fron 
_ Patu, and Bolivia to markets in the United States, and - 
Chenicale uced in processing flow'the other way. ina 

' khe elzeable international banking establishsent in: 
*- Paname--gome 120 banks with Gepoaits of over $30 billi 
--- £requently/used to launder large euns of money derived 
@tug tretftic. To a lesser extent, other Central Ameri 
countcles have alan been used as points for transhipae 
.v, BORD maritine and siz traffic ef drugs, and have attra 

“-" C@eCain amount of drug money. ‘ 
































Central america has not aped the attention of 

; international drug traffickers as! a possible safehaven 
:_entorcoment agencies. Coste Ricaihad been « favorite 
V. fos 0.8. tug offenders, resviting ia aumerous extradi 
the Mitedistates of fugitivea from justice . 


Heh t agent Mariqu 















Rica, but vas ca 
na expelled to Mexico. . mother' well-known trafficker 
Honduran citizenship, Ramen Mata. allesteros, vhose ae 


¢ ag 
davolved operations in both Mexdoe and Coloabis and wh 


warena murder, . 
steeped tron gafi an 
reently aadec ae 
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Bonduras pending prosecution. Moat of the governments 

Central America have a good cecord of prosecuting drug 

teatficking offenders and cooperating with the efforts 
.tz. dagecaational lav enforcaseat agencies to bring traffi 
“"" pyfeeiee Ln ‘other countries. 





In Uicaragua, howevec, @ former Intector Ministry 
haa provided details on bow Aintater of Interior Tones 
provided Coloabian traffickers with plenes, cefueling, 
tcanahipeent facilities. Daring 6 O£A investigation r 
in 1983-1984 photographs were obtained of Sorge aide 7 
ding cocaine into @ plane at the military 6 
augban was wes subs mtly indicted in the 

Ylorida for his involvement in smuggling c 


















ited States. 








and Guerrilla Groupe 


Connections between guerciile groupe and drug tra 

_ fa Latin America have pees reported. In Colomia, act 

' Lagucgent movementea and terrorist groups have exacted 
from the & ng trade. The 1 % euch association --. 

- from the edriy 1980e -- ta with che Revolutionary Acme 

. Of Colombia (PARC). The W-13, & group Which gained pa 
‘notoriety in 1985 with its attenk ian the Palace of Jus 
Bogata, has also developed ties with drag traffickers. 
Pecu, the major terrorist group, ‘ mjnoso, and 
drug traffickers reportedly have mtact but not 

: G@egaenized besis. They benefit frdm each others’ activ 
_ie that both create an envisonmest of lawlessness and str 
-.. Military and law enforcement resodrces. 













n any 
ties in 












With regard to the Nicaraguan democratic resiatan 
groups, there has been no evidence that organizations 
associated with the majoc resistance umbrella group, t 
«|; Bicraguan Opposition, have participated in or benefite 
Qrug trefficking. ‘there has Deen Little incentive for 
traffickers to use reatstance: within Micaragque 
they have not up to now controlled land, alr, or sea rau 
.. Welnue to tratfickers. The resistance organizations thezi 

. fave had few physical asseta to complement the aultipl 
@iceady controlled by the Latin Aserican traffickera. 
the available evidence pointe to involvement with drug 
traffickers by a limited numberof pereons haying vari 
of affiliations with or political thies for resis 
| 7 Stoupe. ge Pte 
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dnteixtan ing is . So tin of Seegral law enforcement 
ace agencies ndings: @ pcincipal all 
. Wicaraguern cenacratic eeatabance groupe’ Lavctvanent 
rye bEakeicking activities, aa 
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Thia case gets ite nickname rom eviemera who brought 
cocaine ashore on the Kest Coust from a Colombian vess 
Januacy 1943. A lengthy investigation was conducted i 
1982-~1983 


a fan Prancisco Organized Crime Drug Enforcement 
_ Task Force, It focusred on a major 


Colombian cocaine smuggler, 
Alvaro Carvajel-winota, who aupplied a number of West 
tratfickera., It waa alleged, but never confirmed, tha 
Ricaraguan citizen Boracio Parefra, an associate of Carvajal, 
had helped ithe Micaraguan reelatance. Pereira was subsequently 
convicted @rug charges in Costa Rica and sentenced to twalve 
ugears anne sonment. .T¥o other Micaraquane, Carlos Cabezae and 
‘Julio tava. 


¢ “ho were among the jalled Weat Coast traffickere 


convicted of seceiving drugs from Carvajal, claimed lo g after 
theigc conviction that they had delivers 


Jarge sums of Money to 
resistence groups in Costa Rica and that Feraira, who Was not 
charged in the case, had eaid the profita from the dru 
would £ inance resiatance activitian. : 


Sevala, convicted in 1983 on bocaine centile ing ¢ 
wnd now serving time in a federal 


'€ @ March 16, 1986 story in 
eported that there were resin es to the drug ring. 
hia was the first tine tavala made any sention of resistance 
AVoOlvement. Officials of the duatice Department subsdquentiy 
wiewed the transcripts of some 11,000 wiretaps collected. 
iting this extensive investigation and found no mention of the 
earagean reetatance or any resi oe leader. The U.B. 
torney in the case notes that Cabezae and tavala did ot 
tse these jasues as @ defense {nm their trial or at 
atencing, but waited two yeted, ore making these 
egations, which, as indica 


id not be confirmed. 
The Baaminer story reported that the s ific read stance 
ap involved was the Gnited Mloars pas: 


i Oppoaition/Nickraguan 
olutionary Armed Forces (U80/F. Theagea by Pernan 
iro* Chanorro. 


The atory aleo mentioned a Nicaraguan exile 
tical group based in Costa Rica, the Conservative 


ety of 
raguana) in Eeile (PCNE) ag the possible recipient érug 
‘ ~~ through two of its offiaiala, Francisco Aviles Saens 

Vicente: cclioli Marqais. foete <n 4a the political 
for an c of oreo 


eupe. OUniike th 
‘Aka, the PCUR fa a civic eraee side 8: 


@e 
tion with no known ties 
Mark in the armed Nicaraguan opposition, although 


idual monbers may be sympathetic toward or anenety ca of 
groups. 



































saa 





MORI DocID: 754601 


-4- 





7" te head of the UNO/FARM, Fernando Chamorro, hase 
‘ categorically denied that he ex biw organization have bren 
involved in the drug trade, and denied that Prancisco Aviles 
Saens bas acted, as alleged, as UNO/FARN's agent in suc 
matters. aAviles reportedly joined the UMO/FARM in early 1984, 
but nevec occupied a leadership position. He did some hegal 
work for the UNO/FARN in San Jose,: Costa Rica, but he has. never 
held the position of international secretary of the UNO/FARN as 
he apparently presented himself ia a letter obtained by/ the 
geanminer. Upon being informed of heiies® implication ih the 
: a Soetacy case, UNO/FARM expelled his from the organization 
n March tee 


4 
4 
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DEA hap examined allegations of linkages betveen aenbers 
of the-UMO/PARN and suspected traffickers. It has fount no 
information: indicating that members of this group have been 
involved in narcotics trafficking. 


Pena-Cabrere 


Two Hicaraguans were arrested in 1984 in another . 
investigatjon of drug trafficking wcted in Sen frantiaco. 
One of them, Renato Pena-Cabrera, Claimed at the time of his 
arcest that'he was a volunteer worker for the San 
Feancieco-based Nicaraguan Democratic Front (PDN). DEA has 
found no evidence that Pena and his associate were engaged in 
drug trafficking at the direction of the San Prancisco-based 
FON, nox for that matter any connection between the San 

» Franciéco-based PDN and the PDN which is the largest resistance 
group fighting in Nicaragua. 


Cuban-Aderican Connection i 


There have been allegations.that Rene Corvo and other 
Cuban-dmaricnunsa involved in enti-Bandinieta activities ln Costa 
Rica were connected with Miami-based drug traffickers. | Corvo 
cepoctedly recruited a group of Cuban-American and Gubah exile 
Combatante and military trainers ih the Niemi area who pperated 
inside. tine toe and in the northern part of Costa Rical Two 3 

' Cubsng@xiles in this group, Nario Rejas Lavas and Ubal Y 
Bernahides Purez, were captured by the Sandinistas in Juhe 1966. 
_. They were reportedly members of UMQ/PARM group headed by 
_ Fernando *Hegro* Chamorro. ‘There is no information to} - . 
, Substantlate allegations that. roup from Hiani has been a . 


eource of drug money for the | Or any other resistance 
organization. ; te 


t 








Information developed by the: ntelliigence communit 
indicates that a senior member of fn Pastora’s Sandin 
Revolutionary Front (FRS) agreed in late 1984 with a Colombian 
narcotics trufficker that RS pilots would aid in transporting 
narcotics in exchange for financial assistance. Accord a to 
this information, the FRS officer agreed to the use of 
Operational facilities in Coste Rice end Ulcaragua to 
facilitate transportation of narcotics. The Colombian } 
trafficker agreed to provice finantiel support to the FRS, in: 
addition to aircraft and trainiag for PRS pilots. Afte 
undergoing flight treining, the PRBS pilots were to continue to 
work for the 7RS, but would also fly narcotics shipments from 
South America to sites in Costa Rica and Nicaragua for later 
transport to the United States. Shortiy thereafter, th 
Coloabian reportedly provided the PRE one C-47 aircrafttiand two 

rated helicapters. Ne ia reported.to heve paid the aum of 

7100,000 to the FRE, but there ie: no information available on 
who actually received this money. (Supposedly he promised to 
pay an additional $260,006 wonth once the narcotics 
shipmenta began, but there is no snetoecsen that this sdm was 
ever merkysiver 


Only one incident of drug cratficking ta known to bee 
resulted fron this agreement. A FRE pilot, Gerardo Duran, was 
arrested in January 1986 in Costa Rica for alleged involvenent 
in transporting cocaine to the Mnited States. DEA has been 
Unable to substantiate allegations linking Eden Pastora 

* directly with these activities. In a ieeiy with Secr tary of 
State BShults on March 7, Pastora categorically denied any 
involvement by himself or by his organization in drug. 1 
trafficking. The Secretary reiterated the U.S. ance it te 
no reaistance group would receive any U.8. assistance if 


retained within its Zanks any Romper who has engaged inlarug 
trafficking. 


seizures of jllicit druga, one in Guatemala and one in Gosta 


Rica, but thore is no information to indicate that ARDE yeaders 
or the organization itself were ved ina naccotica 
tratticking. 
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Tvo individuals, who were mambere of or were affiliated 
with the Denocratic Revolutionary Alliance (ARDE), the ymbrelle 
group to which the FRE belonged, were involved in small|scale 

1197 ae 
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